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Going gold for gold geese

Today the school was a wash with gold and yellow all in aid of
the wonderful local charity, Gold Geese. Gold Geese provides
personalised practical and emotional support to families of
children and young people fighting cancer in South East
Essex.
Everybody’s experience of cancer is different, so they tailor
care for each family, including - \,,’{‘
e funding for mental health therapy x}‘
e treats, toys and gifts
e respite trips
e food shop vouchers
e practical help with hospital transport bereavement
support

They also raise awareness of childhood cancer signs and symptoms and deliver training
workshops to childcare practitioners, parents and healthcare professionals.

And they encourage people to donate blood and register as potential bone marrow donors,
as these are needed in some cancer treatments.

Gold Geese receives no Government funding and relies on donations for its work., so our
fundraising will be gratefully received.

.| ==
Work as a team &
| follow your dream! |

We are proud to offer a wide range of opportunities for children to
develop their leadership skills and confidence. Each year, pupils
are elected to represent their class and join one of our school
councils, such as the Charity Council, REACH Council, Eco Council
and more. Through these groups, children work alongside staff to
share ideas, take responsibility and help improve both our school
and the wider community.

At the moment, our Year 2 pupils are presenting their manifestos
via video, hoping to be elected to the prestigious role of House
Captain. It's inspiring to see them showing such confidence,
creativity and commitment to making a difference!



Mast ering Number: Building St rong Foundations in Mat hs

We're excited to let you know that our school has been accepted to take part in
Mastering Number, a new maths programme run by the NCETM (National Centre for
Excellence in the Teaching of Mathematics) and funded by the Department for
Education. It's designed for children in Reception to Year 2 and WI|| run alongside our
usual maths lessons.

The programme uses short daily sessions to help children: B | —_—
e Build a strong understanding of numbers (% e o [
e Develop quick recall of number facts =

e Grow in confidence using mathematical language
Children will also use a new tool called a rekenrek (a bit like an abacus), which helps
them see and explore numbers in different ways.
We can't wait to get started and see how this will support our children’s maths learning!

is your child starting school in september 2026? j%w’l

Our school tours begin next week, and we’d love to welcome you to Chalkwell!

These visits give parents the opportunity to see the school in action during a typical
day, offering a real flavour of what we're all about and how we do things here. Group
sizes are kept small, so there’s plenty of opportunity to ask any questions you may
have.

This year, we are also introducing dedicated tours for parents of children with
additional needs. These will be led by our SENCo, Katie Stevens, who is best placed to
answer questions about how we can support your child’s specific needs.

Alongside the school tour, you'll also be invited to attend a short meeting with me,
Sarah Clements, Headteacher. During this session | will share more about the school’s
vision and curriculum, and of course there will be time for your questions.

A great starting point to learn more about our school (or any school you are
considering) is the website, so please do take a look at ours here.

To book a tour, please contact Shelley either by phone 01702 478533 or by email at
attendance@chalkwellhallinfants.co.uk



https://www.chalkwellhallinfants.co.uk/new-intake-tour/

FRI310CT
4-5:30PM

THE LIGHT PARTY IS BACK!

St.Michael and all angels church

An evening of fun, games, crafts, hot dogs and a chance to win LOTS of sweets!!
Plus, there will be a costume competition for the person wearing the brightest outfit.

This event is for primary school aged children and their families.
We look forward to seeing you there!

£3 per child on arrival- accompanying adults go free
No pre-booking required.

If you have any questions, please contact us via families@smw.church.



fl AT Platinum

2024 - 2026

At Chalkwell, we believe play is just as important as learning in the classroom. That's
why we are proud to be part of the OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning) programme,
which transforms lunchtimes into exciting opportunities for fun, creativity, and
friend ship.

Our OPAL lunchtime offer is open to all pupils from Reception to Year 6. Lunchtimes are
staggered so that the playground never gets too busy, giving children space to explore,
create, and play safely.

Although we don’t have green space on site, we make full use of our playground areas
to ensure children have a wide variety of activities to enjoy. OPAL is all about giving
children choice in their play — whether that's building, role play, imaginative games,
sports, or simply spending time with friends.

We are thrilled to share that our OPAL programme has achieved the Platinum Award,
the highest accolade available. Other schools from across the East of England visit us to
see how we make our playground such a vibrant and inclusive space.

To make OPAL lunchtimes even richer, we rely on generous donations from parents.
Each week, we will publish a wishlist of items that would help enhance play, and we
welcome any contributions; whether it's pre-loved equipment or items from our
Amazon wishlist if you'd like to purchase something brand new.

Through OPAL, lunchtimes have become calmer, happier, and more inclusive. Children
are developing important life skills such as problem-solving, teamwork, and resilience,
all while having fun.

Thank you for helping us make our playground a place where every child can thrive!

WISH LIST

small world toys
buckets and spades
hand and finger puppets
air flow balls

T/ W v 4


https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/C4RN99TIYQDH/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
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